APLD™ Requirements for Certification 

Eligibility

Applicants for Certified Membership in APLD™ must be current Associate Members and have a minimum of two years of professional landscape design experience.

Submission Requirements
1.
Complete application form.

2. An entire landscape design plan with material and plant specifications.  This plan may be for a residence, business or commercial establishment, industrial or governmental project, or other suitable project that demonstrates the applicant’s professional capabilities.  These capabilities should include use of creativity; suitable circulation patterns; a mixture of perennials, shrubs, and trees; and hardscape.  They may include water features and landscape lighting.

a. Copy of original planting plan to scale, along with an additional site and concept plan, where appropriate.  Construction drawings or concept sketches suggested, depending on state law.

b. Design intent statement that includes how the design meets the client’s functional and aesthetic needs (design concept); zoning, governmental, and budget restrictions; existing site conditions and problems; off-site conditions affecting design; hardiness zones; and arrangements for installation.

c. Complete plant list (botanical name, common name, quantity, size to be installed, and comments).

d. Bid for installation, if appropriate.

e. Educational records and relevant professional experience. Include copies of transcripts and/or supporting documents and certificates showing course length and credit hours.

f. Before and after photos of project with no more than two photos per page.

3.
Two reduced plans.  Plans should still be readable without a magnifying glass.

a. Design intent statement that includes how the design meets the client’s functional and 

aesthetic needs (design concept); zoning, governmental, and budget restrictions; existing site conditions and problems; off-site conditions affecting design; hardiness zones; and arrangements for installation.

b. Complete plant list (botanical name, common name, quantity, size to be installed, and comments).

c. Before and after photos of both projects with no more than two photos per page.


4.
A short statement discussing your business program as specified on the score sheet.


5.
Submission packages will be held for 5 years if certified, 7 years if denied. At the end of that time, we can return them to you, destroy them, or use them for educational purposes with names removed. If you choose to have the package returned, you must include an extra $10 in your filing fee check.

           6.
A one time only, nonrefundable-filing fee of $75 or $85 (if submission return desired).


RETURN COMPLETED APPLICATION AND DESIGN SUBMITTAL MATERIALS TO:

Judy Nauseef, APLD

Chair, Certification Committee

3962 James Avenue SW, Iowa City, IA  52240

Tel: 319/337-7032

The APLD™ Certification Review Panel convenes four times each year to review applications for Certified Professional Membership. The current review schedule is January, March, August and November. Applications with review materials are due by the first of the month. The committee wishes to judge each submission fairly. We know only what you send us, so label, describe and illustrate everything that will help present your work in the most professional manner.


Certification Checklist
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Application						Business Program Statement		


Transcripts						Two Reduced Plans	


Payment						3 Design Intent Statements


Entire Landscape Design Plan			Three Complete Plant Lists	


		Before and After Photos for 3 Plans











